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D R EAM ACT.SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT /

Educate Yourself

The Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act
(The "DREAM Act") is a long anticipated Immigration Bill which
was just introduced in the US Congress (both Senate and House)
on March 26, 2009. This bill will provide millions of immigrant
children who graduate from U.S. High Schools the opportunity
to receive U.S. Residency (a "Green Card") after so many years
of being left in the shadows by State and Federal laws. The new
legislation will provide immigration benefits to those who
arrived in the United States as children, before the age of 16
and who have been residing in the U.S. continuously for at least
five years prior to the Bill being enacted into Law.




General Requirements:

Under the new DREAM Act, immigrants may
qualify in part, by meeting the following
requirements which have not been finalized
by Congress:

- Must be between the ages of 12 and 35 at
the time the Law is enacted

- Must have arrived in the United States
before the age of 16

- Must have resided continuously in the
United States for a least five (5) consecutive
years since the date of their arrival

- Must have graduated from a U.S. High
School, or obtained a General Education

Diploma (GED)

- Must have "Good moral character"

Other Benefits:

In addition to the temporary Residency,
immigrant students who qualify would

also be entitled to apply for student loans
and work study, but would not be eligible for
Pell educational grants.

Termination of Benefits:

In certain circumstances, the immigrant may
lose temporary immigration Residency. This

may occur if the immigrant does not meet the
educational or military service requirement
within the six year time period or if they

commit any crimes (other than those considered
non-drug related misdemeanors) regardless

of whether or not they have already been
approved for permanent status at the end of
their six years. If an immigrant is convicted of a
major crime, or drug-related infraction, he or she
would automatically lose the six year temporary
residence status and be immediately subject to
deportation.



